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WARBOYS PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting of Warboys Parish Council held on 9th September 2024 at the Parish 

Centre, Warboys. 

IN ATTENDANCE 

CCC Cllr A Costello, HDC Cllr C Lowe & 4 Members of public 

PRESENT WERE 

Cllr J Cole 
Cllr R Dykstra 
Cllr D England 
Cllr D Fabb 
Cllr L Gifford 
 

Cllr J Land 
Cllr J Parker (Vice Chair) 
Cllr C Sproats 
Cllr G Willis 
Cllr A Wyatt 
 

 

Mrs J Drummond:- Senior Clerk 

Mrs E Coverdale:- Clerk 

Mrs L Moore:- Asst. Clerk 

 

Meeting commenced at 7.00 p.m 

 

197/24 WELCOME 

In the Chair’s absence, Vice Chair Parker opened the meeting. 

 

198/24 APOLOGIES  

Apologies were unanimously accepted from; 

Cllr P Potts - Illness 

Cllr S Wilcox – Personal 

Cllr S Withams - Illness 

Cllr M Collins - arrived during discussions on agenda item 202/24 (7.17p.m) 

 

Apologies not received or accepted from; 

Cllr A Ntuk 

 

199/24 MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 

a) Declarations  

Cllr D England declared a pecuniary interest in items 207/24 a&b due to working the adjacent 

land.  

 

b) Register of Interests 

None 
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200/24 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 12th AUGUST 2024 

It was proposed by Cllr A Wyatt, seconded by Cllr R Dykstra and RESOLVED by all Members 

present, the Minutes of the meeting held on 12th August 2024 be signed as a correct record 

by the Vice Chairman. 

 

201/24 CLERKS’ REPORT  

Report from Clerk attached as Addendum. 

 

202/24 OPEN FORUM 

It was proposed by the Vice Chair and unanimously RESOLVED to close the meeting for a 

maximum period of 10 minutes to hold a public forum.  

The meeting was closed at 7.13p.m and reconvened at 7.18p.m 

 

A member of the public spoke on behalf of the Pass Wide and Slow Campaign to raise 

awareness and educate drivers on road safety around horses. They have organised an event 

following a route from Pidley, through Warboys and Old Hurst, and back to Pidley. The 

campaign encourages community members and residents to get involved by joining them for 

the event by riding, cycling, or walking to help promote safer roads for all. 

 

Cllr Collins arrived during the discussions of the above item (202/24) 

 

203/24 REPORT BY DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

 

Further to minutes 55/24 CCC Cllr A Costello updated members on the proposed closure of 

the single-track section of Puddock Road. She reported that County Highways had visited the 

site and determined that the road could not be widened further. However, they plan to 

strengthen the road to improve safety. Additionally, a 30mph speed limit will be implemented 

for this section, with a 40mph buffer zone on the approach. The work is scheduled to begin 

on 14th October, with road safety to be closely monitored after completion. 

HDC Cllr C. Lowe provided the following updates to the Members: 

• Wild About Huntingdon Festival: 28th & 29th September 12pm-4pm at Hinchingbrooke 

Park. 

• Combined Authority Bus Franchising Consultation: The consultation was live until 19th 

December and urged Councillors and residents to complete.  

• Armed Forces Covenant: HDC are asking all Parishes to signup to the covenant to 

support veterans.  

• Local Plan Consultation: Two briefing sessions were set to be held 24th and 30th of 

September.  

• Hunts Futures Grant Scheme: Closing date for applications 15th September 

• Waste Minimisation: Online conversation 26th September 4-5pm 

• Connections Bus Project AGM: 28th October 7.30pm-8.30pm 
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• Rural England Prosperity Fund: Round 2 now open for rural businesses, 50% match 

funding up to a max of £75k 

• Green Business Impact Programme: grants of up to £15k available. 

CCC Cllr Costello left following discussions of the above item (7.24pm) 

 

204/24 REPLACEMENT PARISH CENTRE 

Arising from 191/24 Cllr Land as a representative of the New Parish Centre Committee 

provided members with an update on the project; 

a) Progress  

The building work is on schedule, with the brickwork nearly completed up to the first 

floor. Once this phase is finished, the focus will shift to the sewerage and drainage 

works, which is a critical stage of the project. At the previous Committee meeting, 

members approved minor modifications to the build, including the installation of 

instant hot water taps and heating panels, which could help reduce costs. 

b) Mechanical & Electric Services Design 

Following item 191/24 (b), members were informed that Ben & Co had identified a 

company that meets the building control requirements, with an estimated cost of 

£18,500. The company also indicated that there might be opportunities to achieve 

some savings within the design. 

c) Potential Revenue Plan 

Arising from 191/24 (d) The Sen Clerk informed members that most of the changes 

needed to align with the Intergrated Care Programme requirements had been 

approved at no additional cost to the building project. 

d) Grants  

• Mick George Grant Scheme: 191/24 (f) The Sen. Clerk received quotes for the 

commercial kitchen installation, which are approximately £30,000. 

• ACRE and Warboys Community Association: The Clerk is coordinating with ACRE and 

the Warboys Community Association to apply for a grant for internal fittings. 

• 200k CIL: The Clerk and Cllr Land were due to meet with the Director of Huntingdon 

District Council to show him the construction site and potentially bring forward the 

£200k CIL money for the project.  

e) Committee Minutes 

It was approved that moving forward all Council Members would receive a digital 

copy of the NPCC minutes at full council. 

It was unanimously RESOLVED by all members present to approve the additional spend of 

£18,500 for the Mechanical & Electric Services Design as provided by Ben & Co.  

205/24 EVENTS 

• Cllr Wyatt updated members following her Macmillan Coffee morning; 86 people 

had attended with £600 raised for Macmillan and £200 raised for Woodlands.  
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• Community Showcase: The Sen. Clerk informed members that ten groups had 

requested tables at the event on 21st September. Visitors will have the opportunity 

to enjoy free beverages, tour the construction site with Ben & Co, with both the 

community directory and the "How Many Bricks?" competition to be launched 

during the event. 

• Closure of Parish Centre: Sen. Clerk intended to put a bid into the Community 

Futures Fund to hold a fundraising event.  

• Christmas Lighting Group: Cllr Gifford provided members with an update on the 

event. Members approved the Lighting Group’s request to put banners up around 

the weir, week commencing 21st October.  

• Remembrance Sunday: Asst. Clerk advised members that she had begun to put plans 

into place for the annual event.  

 

206/24 FUTURE OF CURRENT PARISH CENTRE 

Arising from minutes 192/24 the Clerk provided members with an updated Report which 

included costings for the proposed works.  

 

Following an extensive discussion, it was proposed by Vice Chair Parker and seconded by Cllr 

Collins that a special meeting be held as soon as possible to decide the future of the centre.  

It was therefore RESOLVED for the Clerks to organise a Special meeting.  

 

207/24 RABBIT CONTROL AND MAINTENANCE OF ONYETT’S FIELD 

a) Further to minutes 174/24 Cllr England had once again raised his concerns over the 

rabbit population at Onyett’s Field and surrounding areas believing that this had 

resulted in a loss of income due to them eating his crops.  

 

Following discussions, it was unanimously RESOLVED by all members present for Cllr 

Willis along with the Clerks to investigate ferreting as a form of population 

management as well as the Clerks to investigate the cost of rabbit fencing.  

 

Cllr England left the meeting during the discussions 8.14pm returning 8.21pm 

 

b) Maintenance of Onyett’s Field: Cllr England raised his concerns over the lack of 

maintenance at Onyett’s Field; hedgerow and walkways have not been maintained 

resulting in brambles, weeds and generally overgrown.  

 

Following discussions, it was unanimously RESOLVED for Cllr England to flail the 

grass at a rate of £50ph and for the company that flailed the hedges last year to be 

contacted to conduct the work again.  

Additionally, it was unanimously RESOLVED for the Clerks to liaise with Cllr England 

and Cllr Willis to help create a management plan for the area to limit future issues. 

 

208/24 COUNCIL INSURANCE 
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Due to only one quote having been returned, it was decided for the insurance to be 

reviewed at the upcoming Finance & General Purposes Committee on 23rd September, 

followed by a ratification at the next full council on 14th October.   

 

209/24 GUESS THE TOTAL NUMBER OF BRICKS COMPETITION 

Members were provided with a detailed report of how the competition would be run, along 

with terms & conditions to ensure it complied with regulations. 

After discussing prizes and strategies to maximise fundraising efforts for the new parish 

centre, it was unanimously RESOLVED to proceed with the competition as outlined in the 

report. 

210/24 ACCOUNTS 

The Monthly accounts were checked by Chair S Withams and verified by Cllr D England it was:- 

RESOLVED to approve the payments for August. (appendix 1) 

 

211/24 BUDGETARY CONTROL 

The members received a copy of the budgetary control in August using the new accountancy 

software Scribe. (Appendix 2) 

 

212/24 NOTICES AND MATTERS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA 

• Condition of the Highway Verges 

• Budget for Christmas Lights Group 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed at 8.47pm 

The next meeting of Warboys Parish Council will be held on 14th October 2024. 

 

 

Chairman. 

Date. 
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APPENDIX 1 – ACCOUNTS 210/24 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX 2 – Budgetary Control 211/24 
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